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January 2020 MOAA Dinner 
When:  Thursday, 9 January 

Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel 925 S. Creyts Rd, Lansing MI (at I-496) 
SOCIAL HOUR: 6:00 pm DINNER: 6:30 pm PROGRAM:  7:30 pm 

 

Menu Selections: 
(1) Signature Steak: Cooked medium and topped with sautéed onions and 

demi-glace. Served with duchess potato and vegetable medley. 
(2) Chicken Teriyaki: Grilled Chicken Breast with sweet teriyaki glaze. 

Served with duchess potato and vegetable medley. 
(3) Stuffed Jumbo Shells: Shells stuffed with ricotta cheese topped with 

creamy tomato sauce. Served with vegetable medley. 
 

caesar salad and chocolate mousse served with all selections 
 

Make your reservations by Thursday, 2 January 2020 
Online at www.cacmoaa.org or contact CW4 Tony Kruckeberg, 

armyblkhawk@yahoo.com, or 517-575-9386 
Include # of attendees. Cost is $27.00. 

Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter MOAA 

 

Capitol Area Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 

Timely Topics 
Chapter Website:  www.cacmoaa.org 

(Vol 2020 No. 1) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CAC Mission Statement 
Our mission is to support 
legislative and charitable 

initiatives at the local, state, 
and national levels to enhance 
our families, communities and 

country. 

 
Membership 

For membership inquiries 
please use this link: 

www.cacmoaa.org.  For 
eligibility or other questions 

regarding membership please 
contact Jason Wilkinson at: 

(719) 205-2482 
 

 Newsletter 
Help the chapter reduce 

newsletter costs by requesting 
an email version in lieu of a 
printed copy. If you are able 
and would like to get this via 

email, or if you need some help 
with it, contact me at 

moaaeditor@gmail.com or call  
(517) 526-2406. 

 

 

 

Our chapter welcomes Charles Hauser III, community relations 
coordinator for Granger Waste Services of Lansing. Granger services 
began in 1966 and is served by 3rd and 4th generation family members 
committed to the same great service found then. Come to the January 
business meeting and learn about the cutting-edge energy and recycling 
innovations Granger is introducing to the Lansing community and the 
state.  

 

January Program 

 

CDR Jason Wilkinson presents Marine Toys for Tots 
managers Major Abelrardo Llamas and 1st Sergeant 
Jason Gutierrez with a donation check from our 
chapter.  Due to their efforts, hundreds of families in 
need from the Greater Lansing Area receive toys for 
Christmas.   

 

Chapter 3rd Vice President Paul Case presents a 
certificate of appreciation and honorarium to the 
Home School Music Association Chancel Choir, 
thanking them for the wonderful performance given 
during our December program.  The choir is 
composed of students, teachers and family 
members and performs at many events in the 
Lansing area.  

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Auto Owners Insurance for 
their $1000.00 contribution to our 2020 chapter 

dinner meeting audio/visual expenses!!! 

http://www.cacmoaa.org/
http://www.cacmoaa.org/
http://www.cacmoaa.org/
mailto:moaaeditor@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

                                  
 
 
  
 
 

   
 
 
 
                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

NEVER STOP SERVING 

 

MOAA Named One of The Hill’s Top Lobbyists for 2019 
 
 

For the 13th year in a row, the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) was named one of the top 
lobbyists for 2019 by The Hill, a news outlet based in Washington, D.C., covering federal policy, defense, 
finance, and technology. 
  
MOAA is the only military or veteran service organization honored among the 100 winners in the 
association category of The Hill’s Top Lobbyists for 2019 list. 
  
“We are grateful to receive this recognition. Our staff and MOAA members, along with our Board of 
Directors and the nearly 400 chapters across our nation, take pride in our advocacy for those who serve 
or have ever served in our seven uniformed services, their families and survivors,” said MOAA’s president 
and CEO, Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret). “To be included among the other 99 accomplished 
associations adds to this honor and highlights the diversity of effort it takes to make a difference in 
Washington D.C.” 
  
Below are some highlights of MOAA’s successful advocacy efforts in 2019, many of which are included in 
the Conference Report of the FY2020 National Defense Authorization Act passed overwhelmingly by 
the House and Senate and now en route to President Donald Trump for his expected signature: 
  

• Helped secure repeal of the widows tax to eliminate the loss of up to $12,000 per year for nearly 
67,000 surviving spouses of servicemembers killed in service or through service-caused illnesses. 
This rights a wrong that has existed for over four decades. 
 

• Partnered with other Veteran Service Organizations to pass the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2019 – increasing access to benefits and healthcare for those impacted by Agent Orange at 
sea further from the mainland. 
 

• Ensured a 3.1 percent active duty pay raise, and protected housing allowances from arbitrary cuts. 
 
• Successfully lobbied Congress to delay DoD’s plan to eliminate 18,000 military medical billets and 

call for an assessment on military medical readiness and support to beneficiaries, including many 
military caregivers and their families. 
 

• Engaged Congress to legislate significant improvements to accountability for the quality and safety 
of military family housing provided by public-private partnerships. 
 

• Ensured no new healthcare access fees for currently serving and retirees. 
  
This honor really speaks to the hard work of MOAA’s staff and its members, and it validates the value of 
relationships we forged with members of Congress and their staffs. Our work with The Military Coalition 
recognized as a force multiplier for all of us who lobby on behalf of those who selflessly serve our nation. 
 

  

https://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/474162-the-hills-top-lobbyists-2019
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/advocacy/heres-whats-in,-whats-out-of-the-finalized-defense-bill/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/advocacy/heres-whats-in,-whats-out-of-the-finalized-defense-bill/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/advocacy/senate-repeals-widows-tax,-sends-ndaa-to-president-for-signature/
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1204782262912503808?lang=en
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/advocacy/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-widows-tax-repeal-included-in-the-ndaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/president-trump-signs-blue-water-navy-benefits-bill/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/president-trump-signs-blue-water-navy-benefits-bill/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/advocacy/final-ndaa-would-halt-military-medical-billet-reductions/
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KROGER SHOPPING PROVIDES $$$ FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
Since March of last year, Kroger Community Rewards has contributed 
$310 to our chapter scholarship fund.  Eighteen of our members and 
their families have used their Kroger Plus Rewards card to have 
approximately 3% of their spending at Kroger donated to our chapter.  
If you or others in your family shop at Kroger, please enroll in this 
program which rewards our scholarship fund at no cost to you.  For 
assistance in signing up with Kroger, contact Joe Mika at 
jmika@wayne.edu or Jim Pocock, (517) 333-8380.  Thank you for all of 
your support to our scholarship program. 
 

MG Jim Pocock and the entire CAC MOAA Board 
 

Executive Board Meeting 
 2 January 2020 11:30 at Piazzano’s, 1825 N. Grand River, Lansing 

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

mailto:jmika@wayne.edu


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Support Our Scholarship Program!! 
Support Kroger Card Drive!! 

We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program!  Thank you for all of 
your support and thank you in advance for signing up for this valuable program.  We will have computers 
at our next meeting to help anyone needing assistance with joining the program.  Our chapter non-profit 
Organization number is:  JR311 (use this number when contacting Kroger for assistance). 

 

 

 
 

Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding 
legislative issues and current events affecting you and your community!  For more information regarding issues 
that affect you and your family members please use this link: HTTP://takeaction.moaa.org or call: (800) 234-6622, 
or (703) 549-2311 

 

Congratulations and Thank You to all our CAC members who donated food and cash to the Greater 
Lansing Foodbank during our September, October and November 2019 meetings.  Your contributions of 
141 pounds of food and $20.00 in cash donation resulted in over 170 meals provided to those in need in 

Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, Shiawassee, Clare and Gratiot Counties. 
 

Capitol Area Chapter-MOAA Public Affairs and Benefits Point of Contact: 
 

If any of our members or spouses have questions concerning Veterans’ Benefits, Health Care and End of 
Life Assistance you can contact Jim Sigmon, 517-669-5020 or e-mail FASigjrs@aol.com and he will work 
to connect you to the appropriate agency. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/
mailto:FASigjrs@aol.com


 

 
     (Save the Date) 

MICHIGAN COUNCIL of CHAPTERS 2020 BI-ANNUAL STATE CONFEREENCE 
Hosted by the Capitol Area Chapter (MCOC) 

May 13 – 14, 2020 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

925 South Creyts Road, Lansing, Michigan 48917 
REGISTRATION (DEADLINE May 4, 2020) 

Please Contact Jim Sigmon at 517-669-5020 or John Brian 231-590-4626 
(Make checks payable to Michigan Council of Chapters) 

Dress:  Business Casual during the day (Slacks and a shirt with a collar, no shorts, tees, flip flops and 
Business Professional (Sport Jacket) or Business Formal evening dinner (Suit & Tie).  Similar for 
women.     AGENDA 

Wednesday, May 13th 2020    

Casual Social Activity (TBD) 

Thursday, May 14th 2020 

0800 – 1000 Breakfast on your own 

0800 – 1200 Registration (Location TBD) ($40 Single, $70 Double Reg Fee) 

0900 – 1030 MCofC Business Meeting (Location TBD) 

1035 – 1200 Getting the Most from Your MOAA Membership - Programs and Resources (Location TBD) 

1200 – 1300 Lunch (Location TBD) 

1200 – 1700 Vendor Tables Open (Location TBD) 

1330 – 1530 We’re Here to Help – Family Support and Surviving Spouse Resources (Location TBD) (MOAA, 

Am Legion, Ft McCoy) 

1530 – 1630 Council Administration 

1730 – 1830 MCofC Pres Reception (Location TBD) 

1830 – 1850 Welcome (TBA) 

1850 – 1950 Dinner (Price included in Reg Fee) 

1945 – 2015 Featured Speaker (TBA) 

2015 – 2030 Closing Remarks MCofC’s Pres Capt Bob Kutulis USAF Retired 

 

Michigan Council 

of Chapters 

 



 

Disabled Veterans eligible for free National Park Service Lifetime 
Access Pass 

Good for entry into 400+ National Parks and over 2,000 recreation sites across the country 
Spring flowers are blooming, the summer travel season quickly approaches and Veterans are joining 

the 330-million yearly visitors enjoying U.S. National Parks. 

Many Veterans, with a service connected disability rating, are entering Federal recreation lands and 
national parks for free with an America the Beautiful-the National Parks and Federal Recreational 
Lands lifetime Access Pass through an interagency partnership between the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service, Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation. Good for entry into thousands of 
federally managed recreation sites across the country, the Lifetime Access Pass is another way a 
grateful nation says thank you for the service and sacrifices of U. S. Veterans with 
disabilities.                  

The Access Pass admits the pass owner and any passengers in a single, private vehicle (non-
commercial) at per-vehicle entrance and day use fee areas; or, the pass owner plus three additional 
adults where per-person fees are charged. In addition to free entry at participating sites, the Access 
Pass includes discounts on some expanded amenity fees such as camping.  Sites recommend that 
pass owners check with each site before visiting for details about Access Pass entry and discounts. 

Veterans who have been medically determined to have a disability are eligible for the Lifetime Access 
Pass—with three options for obtaining the pass: 

First, Veterans with disability documentation can order the Access Pass online for a $10 processing 
fee which includes standard shipping. Documentation required includes: 

• Proof of residency 
• VA disability award letter, VA summary of benefits, or proof of SSDI income 

Second, the Interagency Access Pass may be obtained through the mail. Download a paper 
application from https://store.usgs.gov/access-pass. Follow the instructions on the website and pay 
the document processing fee of $10.  Once the application package is received by USGS, the 
documentation will be verified and a pass imprinted with the pass owner’s name will be mailed to the 
applicant. 

Passes ordered online or through the mail will be delivered 3 to 4 weeks after receipt of 
documentation and processing payment. 

A third option is for disabled Veterans to visit a participating federal recreation site where interagency 
passes are issued, present photo identification (e.g., Driver’s license, State ID, birth certificate, 
Passport, or permanent resident card), provide documentation of permanent disability, or read and 
sign a Statement of Permanent Disability affidavit. That’s It. The Pass is free and issued at the time of 
entry. 

Make sure to have photo ID available when using your Lifetime Access Pass and enjoy the majestic 
scenery and abundant recreational opportunities our National Parks provide. For additional questions 
regarding the pass, please check out the Frequently Asked Questions. 

  


