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June MOAA Picnic
When: Thursday, 14 June, 2018
Where: Meridan Township Pavilion, 5153 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI (North of
Meridian Mall)
Social HOUR: 5:30 PM
DINNER: 6:30 PM
Menu:
BBQ Picnic Food
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Sliced Watermelon
Assorted desserts, lemonade/iced tea
Beer, Wine, Snacks and Soft Drinks
Make your reservations by SUNDAY, 3 June, 2018
On line at www.cacmoaa.org or contact CW4 Tony Kruckeberg,
armyblkhawk@yahoo.com, or 517-575-9386
Include # of attendees. Cost is $25.00.
Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter MOAA

June Program
Summer Picnic and Scholarship Awards
Chapter members and their families are cordially invited to our annual “Beginning of Summer” picnic. Yes folks, it is

finally here!! The picnic, also our June meeting, is when we take the occasion to present our chapter scholarships and meet as
many of the recipients and their families in attendance. The scholarship recipients represent the best and brightest of future
Michiganders and Americans. This occasion also allows for our chapter to show our worth as an organization, and get our
members fired up to continue the generosity that we are so blessed as a group to have. We cannot fully measure the
importance of assisting young motivated Americans, but we do know it is one of the most important things our organization
can do to show support for the great folks in our communities.
Please come and enjoy a relaxed (casual) evening, terrific Park setting, great barbecue picnic food, complimentary beverages,
great company and warm early summer weather (never guaranteed!). The president is also encouraging a patriotic sing along,
so you have to attend just to see that!
We hope to see you on Thursday, 14 June, social hour beginning at 5:30 pm, dinner service around 6:30 pm at the Meridian
Township pavilion, 5153 Marsh Road., Okemos, MI 48864.

NEVER STOP SERVING
5 Vintage Military Books You Should Be Reading
Are you looking for classic military literature to inspire your thinking this summer? Here is a list of Vintage
Books that will keep you turning pages while reminiscing of battles fought long ago.
1. Swords Around the Throne: Napoleon's Grande Armee By John R. Elting (Colonel, U.S. Army, Retired). The
Free Press, 1988.
Why you should read it: As an excellent companion to David G. Chandler's 1966 classic, The Campaigns
of Napoleon, this comprehensive military history covers all aspects of life in Napoleon's army all discussed in
colorful detail. Entertaining, informative, and essential reading for fans of Napoleonic warfare.
2. Civil War Soldiers: Their Expectations and Their Experiences By Reid Mitchell. Viking, 1988.
Why you should read it: Mitchell uses source documents to explore the soldiers' thoughts about
deserters, prisoners, and fellow soldiers, as well as how Yanks and Rebs viewed each other. He also examines
the psychology of service for volunteers, regulars, and conscripts.
3. Great Naval Blunders: History's Worst Sea Battle Decisions From Ancient Times to the Present Day By
Geoffrey Regan. Andre Deutsch, 1993.
Why you should read it: This one focuses on colossal naval blunders caused by “lunatic admirals,” unsafe
warships, top brass meddling, and screwy decision-making, along with twenty-two naval battle case studies.
Battle studies include explanations of disasters at the Medway (1667), Toulon (1744), Coronel (1914), and
Denmark Strait (1941). Also included, instructive lesson on how not to do stupid things.
4. A Dictionary of Battles, 1715-1815 By Brig. Michael Calvert. Mayflower Books, 1979.
Why you should read it: This fascinating book is a collection of a century's battles fought around the
globe from 1715 to 1815 - Europe, Southern Asia, Africa, Middle East, North and South America. Famous battles
like Waterloo, Derna, and Trenton are covered.
5. The Loom of History By Herbert J. Muller. Harper, 1958.
Why you should read it: This is an intriguing work of historical interpretation, as Professor Muller “traces
the rise and fall of civilizations in the storied cities of Asia Minor.” From the Bronze Age to the Ottoman Empire,
Muller describes the civilizations of Mesopotamia, Greece, and the Hellenistic Age, the Jews and Romans in Asia
Minor, the Byzantines, and the rise of Islam. He also explains why Asia Minor “has been the great bridge
between East and West,” and why the ancient civilizations, their cities and peoples, contributed so much to
modern civilized ideals. Reads like a textbook but is still entertaining and informative.

Newsletter

Executive Board Meeting

Help the chapter reduce newsletter costs by requesting an email version in lieu
of a printed copy. If you are able and would like to get this via email, or if you
need some help with it, contact me at moaaeditor@gmail.com or call me at
517-526-2406.

7 June 2018, 1130 at Piazzano’s,
1825 N Grand River, Lansing, MI
See you there!!

Newsletter Sponsors
Sponsors: Thank you for your generous support. Chapter Members: Please support our sponsors with
your business.

Kroger Membership Update:

Past MOAA President (LTC RET)
Joseph O’Connor swears in his son
Thomas in April at the Military
Entrance Processing Station in
Lansing MI. Thomas joined the
Michigan Army National Guard, and
leaves for Ft. Sill Oklahoma this
summer. His unit is based in
Saginaw MI. Good luck and
Congratulations to both father and
Son!

Support Our Scholarship Program!!
Support Kroger Card Drive!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program! Thank you for all of your
support and thank you in advance for signing up for this valuable program. We will have computers at the
June picnic to help anyone needing assistance with joining the program.

MOAA Teams With Veterans Groupes to Support Burn Pits Accountability Act
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is mobilizing behind a bill to assign DoD responsibilities related
to veterans exposed to open burn pits and toxic chemicals.
Two Army combat veterans support federal legislation would “direct the Secretary of Defense to include in
periodic health assessments, separation history and physical examinations, and other assessments an evaluation
of whether a member of the Armed Forces has been exposed to open burn pits or toxic airborne chemicals,”
according to the text of the bill.
The legislation, H.R. 5671, Burn Pits Accountability Act, introduced by Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-Hawaii), an Iraq
veteran, and cosponsored by Rep. Brian Mast (R-Fla.), an Afghanistan veteran and double amputee, addresses
this important topic - especially to our veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
This is the first proposed legislation to address the burn pit issue within DoD and would mandate DoD
responsibilities regarding accountability at several checkpoints before a service member leaves service.
MOAA strongly supports this legislation, and we are working closely with several of our partner organizations in
The Military Coalition as well as with Reps. Gabbard and Mast to see it become law. Follow us at our 10 a.m.
EDT news conference addressing the legislation May 17 on Capitol Hill.
If you are currently serving or a veteran who has been exposed to burn pits or other toxic chemicals and you
have experienced health problems, please let MOAA know about your experience by emailing us.

ARMY GUARD & RESERVE REACH HIGHEST DEGREE OF READINESS
LUC DUNN, AUSA NEWS
Monday, May 07, 2018
In the face of a changing and dangerous world, the reserve components of the Army (Army National Guard and
U.S. Army Reserve) are achieving higher levels of readiness than ever before, senior leaders said at the
Association of the U.S. Army’s Hot Topic forum on Army Installation Management.
“Today, some 30 percent of Army Reserve forces are charged with maintaining a higher level of peacetime
readiness to offset the risk to the nation,” said Stephen Austin, assistant chief of Army Reserve.
This contingent, known as Ready Force X, is comprised of roughly 600 units of all types, and must be ready to
deploy within 90 days. The units are split into four categories, Austin said: a “fight fast” force (0-60 days), an
“operational depth” force (61-90 days), and “strategic depth” forces that, if needed, will deploy beyond 120
days.
Lastly, “mission force” units are those currently operational in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other parts of the world,
he said, adding “all of that fits into readiness.”
The infrastructure at each of the more than 800 Army Reserve installations is critical to maintaining this ready
posture, Austin said. “Ranges, training facilities, maintenance, equipment storage – these are all platforms that
support individual and collective training.”
The challenge, Austin said, is to connect all of the geographically dispersed units to training resources. That’s
where resilience comes in, he said.
“To increase the capability and capacity of our infrastructure, and enable mission resilience, we have to develop
sustainable infrastructure – both resource- and energy-efficient,” Austin said.
In fiscal year ‘16, the Army Reserve reduced energy use by almost 18 percent, he said. That translated to about
seven million dollars in savings – money that could instead be used for training and readiness.
Lt. Gen. Timothy Kadavy, director of the Army National Guard, said that the Guard’s current model is about
sharing soldiers with families and communities.
“The Army National Guard is a dual mission organization; we support both the nation and the states,” Kadavy
said.
Adding, “We provide the Army with trained and ready forces, and also provide state governors in times of
emergency with a wide range of capabilities.”

Currently, 343,500 soldiers make up the Guard, and they drill monthly at 2,312 readiness centers across all U.S.
states and territories, he said. Of those centers, nearly 2,000 are state-owned.
“Our readiness centers provide administrative, logistic, and training space for Army National Guard units. They
are considered critical infrastructure by our adjutant-generals and the chief of the National Guard Bureau,”
Kadavy said. Adding, “They are the foundations of our ability to respond to domestic emergencies.”
Problems stem from the age of most readiness centers, which averages at over 40 years, he said. Additionally,
decades of changing demographics have altered where the Guard recruits and where Guard soldiers serve.
“The end result is that many of our readiness centers are not geographically aligned or are functionally
obsolete,” Kadavy said.
In 2015, the Readiness Center Transformation Plan was released to Congress, he said. During development of
the plan, the Guard worked closely with each state to consider unique geography, topography, and population.
The biggest lesson learned, Kadavy said, was the importance of partnership and collaboration. Each state
adjutant general and governor balanced their state capabilities, characteristics and resources against the
overarching goal to provide the Guard with trained and ready soldiers.
“The resulting readiness center plan aligned inventory with both the state and federal mission requirements,
enhancing the Army National Guard’s ability to perform its dual mission,” Kadavy said.
Kadavy also thanked AUSA for hosting the Hot Topic forum, saying, “These events do so much for us as an Army
by enabling us to come and talk about key issues that are impacting our ability to generate readiness.”

